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MALAYSIAN MH340 - A JOINT 
CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION 
WARRANTED. 


Malaysian Airlines MH340 disappeared in 
2014. No wreckage has yet been located. 
A piecemeal debris are found floating and 
the real investigation into this incident is 
very sketchy. There were over 150 Chinese 
nationals on board. The lethargic manner 
the Government of China went about this 
investigation is suspicious. Wild theories 
have been floated either to divert the 
attention or jettison the whole issue as 
being a sham. There have been press 
reports that a mysterious consignment of 
mangosteen was on board the ill-fated 
flight. A consignment of this fruit collected 
out of its season. There were also theories 
that Chinese secret agents were trying to 
smuggle a very valuable piece of 
equipment extracted from U.S military 
during the Afghan war by Taliban which 
might have been passed on to Chinese 
agents. These equipment's, would enable 
Chinese military to track down U.S spy 
satellites. It could potentially cause a 
devastating impact on U.S national 
security. 


A network of U.S satellites provides 
guidance system for nuclear arsenals, 
command and control systems and U.S 
Navy underwater operations. If the story is 
true it would certainly have been a prized 
catch for the Chinese military. But 
Americans might possibly have outfoxed 
the Chinese. The lethargic manner of the 
Chinese Government in the search of this 
aircraft does pose some billion Yuan 
questions. Did China break the U.S law by 
stealing U.S Government property? Did 
U.S authorities or secret agents violate the 
U.S law - a case does have some 
resonance to the Congressional Inquiry 
into Iran-Contra affair at which some 
officials of the National Security Council 
were held accountable and grilled on the 
whole saga of dealing with Nicaraguan 
rebels and dealing with the Government 
of Iran. Was it a suicide mission to enact a 
9/11 type spectacular attack meant for 
global media coverage. Was the aircraft 
shot down for self-defense? There is a case 
for a Joint Congressional Inquiry into the 
disappearance of Malaysian MH370 flight 


in view of the credible evidence of 
sighting of this aircraft over the air space 
of Maldives by inhabitants in the Island of 
Kudahuvadoo in juxtaposition with the 
prophesy envisaged by former President 
George Bush in 2004. The New York 
Times reported that “the president said he 
would give grants to airlines to allow them 
to develop stronger cockpit doors and 
transponders that cannot be switched off 
from the cockpit. Government grants 
would also be available to pay for video 
monitors that would be placed in the 
cockpit to alert pilots to trouble in the 
cabin; and new technology, probably far 
in the future, allowing air traffic controllers 
to land distressed planes by remote 
control. Transponders, which allow air 
traffic controllers to track aircraft, were 
switched off in some cases in the Sept. 11 
hijackings.” (New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/27/n 
ational/bush-announces-air-security-plans- 
and-seeks-to-reassure-public.html accessed 
4th September 2023). The aircraft seems 
to have been flown at low altitude and 
Maldivian people are literate and they can 
very well read the marking ‘Malaysian’. As 
MH370 turned towards Indian Ocean its 
transponder was turned off signaling that 
it was a top secret mission either to attack 
the Diego Garcia Military Base or it was 
being flown for a particular mission to 
land at Diego Garcia. This is a matter for 
the Republications in the U.S Congress to 
ascertain the truth. President Joe Biden 
was a Member of the National Security 
Council. Was there a cover up? Has the 
U.S law been breached if so by whom? 


SENATOR BERNIE SANDERS AND THE 
DUBAI PORT WORLD SAGA - AN 
IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATION IS LONG 
OVERDUE 


The US public diplomacy has been 
battered by the 9/11 psyche and only the 
U.S rivals have benefitted from excessive 
indulgence in national security mentality. 
The killing of DP World acquisition deal 
issue must be exhumed as to whether 
there has been damage to the US public 
diplomacy. Senator Bernie Sanders 
excessive questioning of the U.S Officials 
did have a serious impact on the relations 
between U.S and UAE and this has now 


affected Saudi Arabia a key partner in U.S 
foreign policy. The U.S economy would 
suffer if strategic allies would gravitate 
towards China as a result of excessive 
indulgence of the US officials’ and policy 
makers towards the Arab world. Arab 
countries are sensitive to their State 
sovereignty and reciprocal respect for the 
needs of the Arab States would be pivotal, 
when it comes to Arab investments in the 
U.S or transferring the U.S technology to 
Arab countries. The role played by Senator 
Sanders at the Senate Judiciary Committee 
inquiry into DP Word acquisition of P&O 
terminals in the US in 2006 warrants an 
impartial inquiry as to whether there has 
been any political benefit accrued to 
Senator Sanders and whether his role has 
had any impact on the U.S lobbying 
regulations. Senator Sanders strenuously 
objected to the deal whereas Zim 
Integrated Shipping of Israel endorsed the 
security apparatus of UAE as ZIM has had 
no security issues with DP World. Two 
extreme views cannot possibly be either 
right or wrong. One must surely be 
wrong. Could there have been 
apprehensions by shipping and logistics 
terminal operators or the rivals who 
opposed the DP World acquisition, that 
with the DP World entering the U.S 
shipping and logistics market, would 
render them nonentities in the midst of a 
global conglomerate being backed by a 
rich Arab state. 


LESSONS FROM NASHVILLE - POLICY 
OPTIONS 

There have been several mass shootings 
and an alarming level of gun related 
violence across the U.S. This trend must be 
arrested by all means at the disposal by 
the U.S Government. An issue that might 
send warning signals to the wider global 
audience if there is no serious attempt at 
halting gun related violence. This could 
not possibly be the ‘free America’ - the 
founding fathers envisioned. The current 
debate on gun control is not perhaps 
being the best option. Some would 
believe that the Constitution does endorse 
the right to keep and bear arms and some 
would argue that gun control measures 
save lives and it does not infringe upon 
the rights of citizens. The policy options 
must look at immediate steps, long term 
solutions and delving deep into the 
sociological origins of mass shootings. 
There has never been an_ official 
commission of inquiry into the root causes 


of mass shootings. Access to a gun is one 
thing and what motivates one to take a 
gun and shoot at others willy-nilly is quite 
a different thing. It far transcends the right 
to a gun. It must be investigated. It could 
perhaps be that social media and mass 
communications are playing into the 
weaker sections of the community. 
Children must be supervised very closely 
on the visuals they are watching. The task 
of the parents is even greater now than it 
was 20 years ago. The Children tend to 
spend more time on the computers and 
interactions and playfulness is not 
demonstrated in the field. There should be 
more children’s participation in physical 
sports activities. The parents must ensure 
that their children are closely monitored. 
Parents would be required to submit a 
bimonthly report on the Childrens 
activities after school. Each student must 
be meticulously examined to identify the 
sociological origins of the crisis. This must 
be a holistic exercise and _ parents’ 
engagement must be made compulsory. 
Non-cooperation of parents should be 
flagged and Children who are not being 
properly monitored by the State must fill 
the vacuum along with community 
engagement. The results of this could not 
be seen overnight but would be felt much 
later. It is a sure method of arresting the 
situation. While regulatory policies could 
also play a huge role in controlling access 
to guns. 


The Nashville incident clearly 
demonstrates that the shooter was 
triggered by a social phenomenon. It is 
the media that is forming new types of 
crimes and adding fuel to the heroism of 
perpetrators and in some cases Police 
actions are hailed. The live transmission of 
Pursuing criminals on highways and 
providing space for high profile crimes in 
the media perhaps give clues to weaker 
minds to attempt such crimes to extract 
media mileage. Children are very 
vulnerable to such scenarios. This calls for 
a full scale review of the school 
curriculums and behavioral studies of 
children. This is an investment worth 
considering. A federal level educational 
program must be undertaken. Either 
schools must be protected with security 
counters and individual screening before 
being allowed entry. Community student 
network to check on a student who had 
deviated or any abnormal behavioral 
pattern. The best option is to regulate the 


access to guns as much as possible. A 
national level inventory of gun licenses 
issued and accountability of each gun 
being possessed by citizens. This would 
also pay dividends as a collateral exercise 
in this regard would be to prevent acts of 
terrorism — not related to mass shootings. 
The community must stand together then 
the principle of community engagement 
will take root in every state. 


SO HELP ME GOD 

Today's Children are tomorrow's adults. 
‘So help me God' is a phrase often said at 
an official oath taking ceremony. It also 
implies a greater degree of commitment 
and obligation than usually assigned to 
common conversation. Hence the 
Churches in the U.S - irrespective of the 
dogmatic differences - can play a pivotal 
role in instilling values in the society. Each 
denomination must come up with a 
program for Children’s moral education. 
The Church whether Catholic, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Calvinists or Jewish, all must 
come together and a national conference 
must be held to tackle this social 
phenomenon. No program can generate 
immediate results but a comprehensive 
program could bear fruit after a sustained 
effort. The Church program must 
complement the federal level moral 
educational policy. 


TIME IS OPPORTUNE FOR A NATIONAL 
DIALOGUE ON A NEW CONSTITUTION 

The rigid constitutional amendments and 
super majorities have exacerbated the 
social issues faced by the current 
generations. We have in our Editorials in 
the sister magazine The Anglo-American 
Lawyer has carried a full page 
advertisement highlighting the 
importance of having a new constitution 
for the U.S. The hypersonic missile threat 
would wreak havoc and would create 
unprecedented constitutional issues for 
the U.S if the President is unable to 
communicate with the people or the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. If the constitution is not 
reformed in keeping with the ground 
realities it would pose serious challenges. 
The current generation need not be 
bound by the political philosophy of the 
founding fathers. It does not mean that 
their philosophical underpinning should 
be rejected in toto. What needs to be 
done is to revive a national dialogue on 
adopting a new constitution. The first task 
is to set up a Presidential Commission of 


Inquiry into the efficacy of the US 
Constitution that would ultimately lead 
the nation to think seriously of adopting a 
new constitution. The political philosophy 
which is 200 years old cannot possibly be 
relevant today. The current generation 
must not be penalized for the 
constitutional principle of adhering to 
originalism as understood in the U.S legal 
parlance. What is needed now is 
Pragmatism. This goes beyond partisan 
politics. The U.S needs to focus on the 
global competition and ever increasing 
Chinese foot print. The domestic political 
atmosphere must be aligned with the 
global realities and productivity and 
export capacity must be enhanced. If the 
population is constrained by distractions 
on gun related violence then the global 
competitiveness would hit for six. 
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